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DJ
Hello. A lot of you have probably just got your A-levels and you’re looking forward to going to university. But more and more young people are deciding to take a year out before they start their degrees. Today I’m talking to a group of young people who’ve all decided to spend a year at the university of life. What are they going to do? Rosie? What are your plans?

Rosie 
I’m going to work in a department store.

Di
Why do you want to do that?

Rosie 
Two reasons really. I’m going to study Management at university and this will give me the chance to find out what it’s like to work in a big organization. And I’ll also be able to earn some money.

Di
What about you, Christopher?

Christopher I’m going to do community work with a conservation group. I think it will be good to do something really useful. And I’ll meet a lot of interesting people, I’m sure.

Di 
Will you get paid for it?

Christopher Well, we won’t get rich doing it, but we’ll be all right. We’ll get about £20 a week plus food and accommodation.

DJ 
Helen, what are you going to do?

Helen 
I’m going to travel around Europe.

Di 
Are you going to work there?

Helen 
I hope so, or I’ll have to come home again. I might try and get a job — you know — in a hotel or something like that.

DJ
Why do you want to do it?

Helen 
Well, mainly because it will be a change. After all, I’ve been at school for 1 3 years. I just want to do something different. It will give me new experiences and I’ll need to be more independent.

Di 
Are you going to travel, too, Martin? Martin Yes, I am. I’m going to join an expedition

to Alaska.

Di 
That sounds exciting.

Martin 
Yes, I’m really looking forward to it. It’ll be a real challenge. But we aren’t leaving till next January, so I’ll have to get a job first to pay for it. It’s going to cost about £3,000.

DJ 
Wow! What are you going to do to get the money?

Martin 
I don’t know yet, but I’m sure I’ll find something.

Di 
Well, good luck to all of you and I hope you enjoy your year out.

